sed to be born as a human being ultimately. Born as man or
woman, it is provided with an opportunity to rise to the level
of a divine being but all cannot achieve this state. Total
liberation is only granted to a few.

A human being therefore should strive to achieve per-
fection. By his pious acts, he tastes their fruits and by his
wicked deeds he suffers the consequences in his subsequent
births. An example often cited is the reappearance as a dog,
either as a strayone, loitering in the streets or as a pet ani-
mal lying in the lap of a rich man, enjoying all comforts,
depending on its past. God however, urges man to do his
duty sincerely and surrender the fruits there of to God him-
self.

In the epic, Mahabharata, perhaps the best beneficiary
of the Lord's advice was Kama, who discharged his obliga-
tions to the best of his ability. As a warrior, he fought with
all ferocity and as a friend, hi repaid his debt of gratitude
to Duryodhana and as the greatest philanthropist, he unhesi-
tatingly donated the fruits of his charity to God Himself.
Kama declined to accept any boon from God as that would
imply another birth, to enjoy it. He sought salvation but
pleaded that in case the Lord insisted on granting it, he
should be extended the privilege of "not saying no" to any
one who sought alms or gifts from him. His act of giving
was marked by spontaneity and instanteous.

79. God will never fail those seeking shelter

"The heavens may fall, the Himalayas may spilt, the
earth may show fissures, the waters of the occean may dry,
but My words shall never go in Vain or unimplemented,"
says God in His incarnation as Sri Krishna, only to assure
humanity that He will never fail to protect those who seek
shelter in Him. The above solemn pledge was given by Him
to console the grief-stricken Draupadi who had a feeling that
her vow may go unfulfilled as evidenced by the sudden conci-
liatory attitude displayed by the Pandavas.
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